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Your Excellency Mr Lim Hng Kiang, Minister for Trade and Industry,

Mr Yi Huiman, Chairman of Industrial and Commercial Bank of China,

Mr Liew Mun Leong, Chairman of Surbana Jurong Private Limited,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning. It’s a great pleasure to join you at the Forum on Infrastructure Financing and Cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative, hosted by Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC). 

On behalf of the Chinese Embassy in Singapore, I want to extend warm congratulations on the opening of the forum.

The Belt and Road Initiative was announced three years ago. It follows the principle of joint consultation, joint building and benefit sharing. 

Today, the blueprint has been completed and a rich early harvest has been reaped. The initiative is taking roots and heading for sustained development. 

Infrastructure connectivity is the pillar of the Belt and Road Initiative. It is also very much in line with the needs and priorities of regional countries as they pursue economic and social development. 

President Xi Jinping stressed at the G20 Hangzhou Summit that the benefits of infrastructure connectivity should be leveraged to improve the standing of developing countries and SMEs in the global value chain. 

This will contribute to a more open, connected and integrated world economy.

 Speaking of infrastructure, China boasts rich experience and mature technology in building high-speed railways, highways, bridges, power plants, ports and telecommunication facilities, just to name a few. 

Besides, we now have the strong support of financing platforms like the AIIB and the Silk Road Fund. As such, infrastructure financing and cooperation under the Belt & Road Initiative holds great promise and broad prospects.

Singapore is an important hub along the “21st Century Maritime Silk Road”. There lies great potential in China-Singapore cooperation in joint financing and financial services under the Belt and Road Initiative. 

When meeting with Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in Hangzhou, President Xi Jinping pointed out that, China values Singapore’s readiness to participate in the Belt and Road Initiative, and hopes to see the Chongqing Connectivity Initiative become a new highlight in bilateral cooperation. 

We stand ready to join hands with Singapore to implement the important consensus reached by our leaders, which is to further enhance strategic connectivity and policy coordination. Together, we can achieve sound and solid progress in the Belt and Road Initiative.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today’s Forum hosted by ICBC is highly relevant and significant. It is an important step to boost infrastructure financing and cooperation, and also contributes to the Belt and Road Initiative. 

It is my sincere hope that visionary people from China, Singapore and other countries in the region, will make full use of this platform to engage each other. I hope you will jointly grasp the opportunity under the Belt and Road Initiative, and realize mutually-beneficial and win-win cooperation.    

To conclude, I wish the Forum a complete success!

Thank you.



